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I understand that the question of establiching in the Cen&l_‘hwgiggg'
Agency a medical intelligence unit comprising officers designat by the Armed:
Bervices will shortly be considered by the Intelligence Advigery Compittee,
Inasmmch as this question originated from eertsin sciions taken by this office,
I would like to bring my views to your attentiem, with the request they they be

‘considered by the Intelligence Advisory Coumittee when it meets on this matter,

On 3 September 1948, the Committse on Medical and Hospital Services of
the Armed Forces (Hawley Committee) recommended to ms the creaiion of an
Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Organisation. This recommandation was sn-
dorsed by the Secretaries of the Army, Navy and Air Force., I therefore referred
the Hawley Committee recomendations to the nawly created Medicsl Advisory
Committee of which Mr., Charles Cooper is Chairmas. :
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After a series of discussions between Mr. Cooper, mombers @f his Comnittee,

yourself and members of my staff, it seemed that in place of’ the _typs of organi-

tation recommended by the Hawley Committee, it would be prefarable for euch one

of the 3ervice intelligence agencies, in consultation with tim rgspective senior

8ervice medical officer, to assign a medical officer to the Gentrel Intelligence
) Agency. The three medical officers so assigned would becoms part of the Office
o of Scientific Intelligence. Thig proposal was discussed with the fisads of the

Bervice intelligence agencies who indicated their general concurvence therein,

subject to working out the necessary details and the preoise definition of

functions of ;the propossed medical intelligence unit, I understend that it is

now felt that further discussions with & view to arriving at an sgreemsns nan

be best carried on through the medium of the Intelligence Advisory Committee.,

I would like to emphasize the importance of previding meddcal
with the stimulus it needs through its close association with tne wtaner ipe
telligence activities carried on by the Central Intelligence dgeney and the
strengthening and effective coordination of the separate Service eiforts,

irtellipance

Ia my view, the proposed medical intelligence unit in the

Cantral Intelli-
gence Agency would contribute to these objectives by performing

the following

functions:

w Ky - (&) Stimulate and gulde the program for the collection of .

S %; § 5; current acigntific medical intelligence information.
RN |

SS gg:g;gag.gi (b) Evaluate the information received and produce currert and

> é% R staff intelligence therefrom for the benefit of the various

NG ME A inteliigence agencies,
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(0) Assemble an tranesit from Sentral el zevce Agenoy
somrces informativn required by the medical iutelligencs
officers of the reupective Servicss,

(d) Be responsible for the regular and frequent brisfing of
thelr respective intelligence agenciss on all seiantific
madical matvers of current importance.

The three Service medical intelligence officers in the Centrul Intelligence
Agency would be working in close touch with related scientific intelligence
actlvity, and the value of their work would be enhanced by this ralutionshipe.
They would also be well placed to guide and to draw upon the faciliiles of the
Central Intelligence Agency and the other intelligence agenclas. Al though
these officers would be, operationally and administratively, a pari of the
Cpntral Intelligence Agency, they should remain in close touch with thaix
respective Jervices in order to bs responsive to the needs of the Services
and to assist them in any manner poseible., The Services would conbtinue o
perform medical intelligencs activi%y peculiar to their requirements and maire
tain the staff necessary to carry out these responsibilities and handle the .
necessary relationship with the Central Intelligence Agancy.

I would appreciate it if you would bring these views to the attention

of the Intelligence Advisory Committss end express to the Committee my hope ¢
that, agreement on a program of medicsl intelligence way be promptly achisved.
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James Forrestal
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